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This yearôs Bristol Bay harvest volume was the fourth highest on record. 
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As of October 2016 the Alaska Department of Fish and Gameôs preliminary 

estimate of the average ex-vessel price for Bristol Bay sockeye salmon was 

$0.76/lb.  Historically the final price has been $.10-$.20/lb higher.
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Although significantly higher than last year, adjusted for inflation the 

price remains lower than most of the past three decades.
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The combined effect of higher catches and higher prices was an 

increase in the ex-vessel value of sockeye catches from $118 million in 

2015 to $153 million in 2016ðsimilar to 2009 and 2011-2013.
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Adjusted for inflation, the value of the catch is much higher than the 

early 2000s but well below the 1980s and early 1990s.
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Why did Bristol Bay sockeye prices rise in 2016?
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The most important Bristol Bay sockeye salmon product forms are

frozen H&G, frozen fillets and canned halves.



9

Average monthly wholesale prices for Bristol Bay frozen H&G and frozen fillets 

have increased since last year, while prices of canned halves have stayed flat.
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Alaska frozen and fresh sockeye wholesale prices recovered 

significantly in 2016, but remain well below 2013-14 levels.
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Source: Alaska Department of Revenue, Alaska Salmon Price Report
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Trends in the Bristol Bay ex-vessel price closely reflect the combined trends

in wholesale prices of the major Bristol Bay product forms.
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2016 sockeye harvests were up slightly in both Alaska and Russia. 

Å Sources:  2010-14:  FAO FishstatJ; 2015-16; ADFG and industry sources; does not include 2015-16 estimates for Canada or Japan.
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Non-exported frozen and fresh production account for 

increasing shares of the Alaska sockeye harvest. 

Å Sources:  ADFG harvest and COAR production data, NMFS Foreign Trade in Fisheries Products data.
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Non-exported Alaska frozen & fresh sockeye volume has been growing.

Å Sources:  COAR production data, NMFS Foreign Trade in Fisheries Products data.


